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A B O U T L AW TA L K

LawTalk is published monthly by the New Zealand Law 
Society for the legal profession. It has been published 
since 1974 and is available without charge to every New 
Zealand-based lawyer who holds a current practising 
certificate. LawTalk is also distributed to others involved 
in the justice system or legal services industry. These 
include members of the judiciary, legal executives, 
librarians, academics, law students, journalists, Members 
of Parliament and government agencies. Total LawTalk 
circulation is around 13,400 copies.

A B O U T T H E  L AW S O C I E T Y

The New Zealand Law Society was established on 
3 September 1869. It regulates the practice of law in 
New Zealand and represents lawyers who choose to be 
members. The powers and functions of the Law Society 
are set out in the Lawyers and Conveyancers Act 2006. As 
well as upholding the fundamental obligations imposed 
on lawyers who provide regulated services, the Law 
Society is required to assist and promote the reform of 

the law, for the purpose of upholding the rule of law and 
facilitating the administration of justice in New Zealand. 

S U B M I S S I O N  O F  M AT E R I A L

All contributions, letters and inquiries about submission 
of articles should be directed to the Managing Editor, 
editor@lawsociety.org.nz.

A D V E R T I S I N G

Advertising inquiries should be directed to advertising@
lawsociety.org.nz. Information on rates, deadlines and 
conditions is available on the Law Society website under 
News and Communications/LawTalk. The Law Society 
has a strict policy of not publishing articles in exchange 
for advertising.

L AW TA L K  O N L I N E

An online version of LawTalk is available on the New 
Zealand Law Society’s website at www.lawsociety.org.
nz. A link to the latest online LawTalk is emailed to all 
practising lawyers each month after publication. Receipt 

of the hardcopy LawTalk may be cancelled by emailing 
subscriptions@lawsociety.org.nz and stating “please 
cancel LawTalk hardcopy” and advising name, lawyer ID 
(lawyer login), workplace and address.

S U B S C R I P T I O N S

Non-lawyers and lawyers based outside New Zealand 
may subscribe to LawTalk by emailing subscriptions@
lawsociety.org.nz. Annual subscriptions in New Zealand 
are NZ$145 for 11 issues (GST and postage included). 
Overseas rates are available on request.

E N V I R O N M E N TA L S TAT E M E N T

LawTalk is printed on Sumo Matte. This is an 
environmentally responsible paper. Forestry Stewardship 
Council (FSC) certified, it is produced using Elemental 
Chlorine Free (ECF) Mixed Source pulp from Responsible 
Sources and manufactured under the strict ISO14001 
Environmental Management System. The FSC is an 
international non-profit, multi-stakeholder organisation 
which promotes responsible management of the world’s 
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Help us understand how lawyers and the 
public would interact with online courts
The Legal Issues Centre invites lawyers (with 3 years PQE 
litigation experience) to participate in research comparing  
how lawyers and lay people explain legal problems to an  
online court. 
If you sign up to the project, you will help a mock client prepare 
a claim for a fictional dispute and then file it in an online court. 
Lawyers will be able to participate from their offices at a time 
that suits them, and will receive a $50 book voucher.

Go to tinyurl.com/FutureCourtsResearch for more information 
about the project, consent form, and the online booking schedule. 
You can email the researchers at:  
onlinecourts.research@otago.ac.nz

University of Otago Legal Issues Centre
Te Pokapū Take Ture

Help shape our 
future courts

This project is co-funded by the New Zealand Law Foundation.



F R O M  T H E  L AW S O C I E T Y

Becoming a lawyer is hard 
work. And practising law is also 
hard. A lot of personal commitment 
is needed. As President of the Law 
Society I would like 2019 to be a 
year where we enjoy our work as 
lawyers, where we celebrate our 
success – and where we are proud 
of who we are and what we do. 
Let us make this a year where we 
explicitly value ourselves and our 
colleagues, and where we conect 
with each other.

As a profession we make a differ-
ence for others through our skills 
and our understanding of what 
is needed. Let’s do it for our legal 
community as well. We can build on 
the enormous satisfaction that can 
be obtained from doing our jobs well. 
Wherever we live, whatever type of 
law we practise, and however long 
we have been practising, we have a 
common purpose. When we interact 
with other lawyers it’s not hard to 
ask ourselves if we are recognising 
our similarities. Let’s make this a year 
of commitment to civility, caring 
and connection. We are thinkers; 
let’s be thoughtful and respectful of 
different views and opinions. We will 
persuade most effectively through 
discussion, not name calling.

2019 is going to be another very 
important year for the the legal pro-
fession. Looking back over 2018, there 
is obviously one theme that stands 
out: the focus on and exploration 
of sexual harassment and bullying 
behaviour in legal workplaces. 
However you see the role of the 
New Zealand Law Society in this, the 
environment in which our profession 
operates has changed dramatically.

Progress thrives on positivity. Yes, 
we can be critical of what has hap-
pened. But to move onwards requires 
a unified commitment to change. We 

FROM THE LAW SOCIETY

Moving forward positively

are learning how to work and to reg-
ulate in this more open environment. 
We will do this. The Culture Change 
Taskforce will spend much of this 
year consulting and establishing a 
clear pathway forwards. The Law 
Society is now working on what is 
needed to implement all the rec-
ommendations for change made 
by the Dame Silvia Cartwright-led 
regulatory working group at the 
end of 2018. We will succeed, but it 
needs us all to accept the need for 
change and the need to contribute in 
a positive and collaborative way to 
building an inclusive, resilient, safe 
and respectful environment in which 
we deliver legal services to all.

There will be some key events this 
year where there is an opportunity 
for us to celebrate our profession 
and its leaders.

We farewell our Chief Justice, 
Dame Sian Elias, with a valedictory 
sitting in the Supreme Court on 8 
March. Over half of New Zealand’s 
lawyers have commenced practice 
since Dame Sian became Chief 
Justice in 1999. Her contribution 
and impact on our justice system 
has been immense.

A few days later, on 13 March, 
Justice Helen Winkelmann will 

become our new Chief Justice. We 
look forward to a continuation of 
courageous, strong and respectful 
leadership of the judiciary under 
her tenure.

Tiana Epati will become the 31st 
elected President of the Law Society 
on 10 April and I will step down after 
three years in the role. In Tiana 
the profession has a dynamic and 
modern leader who will have been 
president for several months on 3 
September when the New Zealand 
Law Society turns 150. This will be 
an opportunity to take stock again of 
our profession and how it measures 
up in 2019.

Another date which I didn’t 
include in that list, and which often 
results in a smile, is 9 April. That 
has been designated “International 
Be Kind to Lawyers Day”. Seriously 
though, as a profession, how highly 
do we value kindness to each other? 
Let’s add that to the list: 2019 will 
be a year where the legal profession 
in Aotearoa New Zealand became 
better connected with each other 
and a more civil, caring and kinder 
group of professionals.

Kathryn Beck
President New Zealand Law Society.
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PEOPLE IN THE LAW
O N  T H E  M O V E

The Judiciary

has a good understanding of, and remains 
connected to the communities which make 
up New Zealand.”

Justice Winkelmann said the legitimacy 
and authority of the courts depend on 
public trust and confidence.

“I believe that it is part of the role of 
judicial leaders to promote understanding 
of the role of the courts, the work that 
judges do and the importance of having 
courts that are accessible to all.”

She said she intends to continue her 
focus on issues affecting people’s ability 
to access the courts to seek justice.

“Access to justice is the critical under-
pinning of the rule of law in our society: 
it is the notion that all, the good, the bad, 
the weak, the powerful, exist under and are 
bound by the law. That condition cannot 
exist without access to courts, and without 
the ability to obtain a just resolution of 
claims before those courts. Cost, delay 
and a lack of representation all can act as 
barriers to justice.”

Justice 
Winkelmann to be 
next Chief Justice
Court of Appeal judge Helen Winkelmann 
has been appointed Chief Justice of New 
Zealand and a Judge of the Supreme Court. 
She will take office on 13 March 2019.

Justice Winkelmann graduated with an 
LLB and a BA in History from Auckland 
University in 1987 and began work as a 
law clerk with Auckland firm Nicholson 
Gribbin (later Phillips Fox, now DLA Piper). 
In 1988, aged 25, Justice Winkelmann 
became the first female partner and one 
of the youngest partners ever in the firm’s 
then 117-year history.

In 2001, she left Phillips Fox to join the 
independent Bar, specialising in commer-
cial litigation, insolvency and medico legal.

Justice Winkelmann was appointed a 
High Court Judge in 2004 and Chief High 

Valedictory 
sitting for Dame 
Sian Elias

A valedictory sitting in honour of the 
retirement of Chief Justice Dame Sian 
Elias will be held at the Supreme Court in 
Wellington at 11:30am on Friday, 8 March. 
Because the courtroom has limited seating, 
the sitting can be watched from the foyer 
by video link.

Dame Sian was appointed Chief Justice 
on 17 May 1999 at the age of 50. Her 70th 
birthday will be on 13 March 2019. The 
Senior Courts Act 2016 requires members 
of the judiciary to retire on attaining the 
age of 70 years.

Dame Sian’s retirement has also been 
marked by a two-day conference in 
Auckland from 31 January to 1 February. 
The conference, which brought together 
distinguished international and New 
Zealand speakers, explored tradition 
and direction in the law. It was hosted 
by the Legal Research Foundation, with 
the support of the New Zealand Law 
Foundation.

Court Judge in 2009. In 2015 
she was appointed a Judge 
of the Court of Appeal.

In a statement follow-
ing the announcement of 
her appointment, Justice 
Winkelmann said it was a 
great honour, bringing with 
it significant responsibility.

She said the courts, 
like the other branches of 
government, face the chal-
lenge of responding to an 
increasingly complex and 
diverse society. As Chief 
Justice, she intends to 
continue the work of the 
present Chief Justice in 
supporting the judiciary’s 
response to these chal-
lenges while preserving 
its critical independence.

“An independent, and 
skilled judiciary is vital to 
the health of our democ-
racy. So too a judiciary that 

O N  T H E  M O V E  ·  P E O P L E  I N  T H E  L AW
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Memorial sitting for Sir 
Thomas Eichelbaum

A memorial sitting was held at the Old High 
Court in Wellington on 6 December for Sir 
Thomas Eichelbaum. Sir Thomas, who 
was Chief Justice of New Zealand from 
1989 to 1999, died on 31 October.

New High Court Judges

Associate Judge Robert Osborne was 
appointed a Judge of the High Court and 
sworn in on 17 December in Christchurch 
where he will continue to be based. Justice 
Osborne graduated with an LLB(Hons) 
from the University of Canterbury in 1975 
followed by an LLM in 1980. He practised 
as a solicitor in Christchurch from 1976 
before travelling overseas in 1980 to spend 
five years as a Crown Counsel, then Senior 
Crown Counsel, with the Hong Kong 
Government.

He was subsequently a partner at Duncan 
Cotterill for 21 years. He moved to the inde-
pendent Bar in 2007. In the latter part of his 
practising career he worked primarily in 
civil/commercial and trust litigation, and 
professional discipline. Justice Osborne 
was appointed an Associate Judge in 2009.

Justice Ian Gault was sworn in on 18 
December in Auckland where he will be 
based. He graduated with LLB(Hons) from 
Victoria University in 1987 while employed 
as a Judges’ Clerk for judges of the High 
Court and Court of Appeal. In 1988 he 
travelled to the UK to study, graduating 

Clerk to the Christchurch High Court 
Bench. In 1994 he was employed as a lit-
igation solicitor at Rhodes & Co, leaving 
the following year to join Saunders & Co 
in Christchurch, initially as a litigation 
solicitor and then an associate, before 
joining the partnership in 1998.

Associate Judge Lester left Saunders & 
Co in 2003 to join the Bar, subsequently 
co‑founding Canterbury Chambers in 
2007. His main areas of practice were 
contract, commercial, insolvency and 
estate litigation.

Principal Family Court 
Judge appointed

Judge Jacquelyn (Jackie) Moran of 
Christchurch has been appointed Principal 
Family Court Judge. Her appointment is 
for an eight year term. Admitted as a bar-
rister and solicitor in 1980, she practised 
in Whanganui until 1991 when she joined 
Invercargill firm Arthur Watson Savage where 
she led the disputes resolution team. She 
then moved into sole practice in Invercargill 
until her appointment to the bench.

Judge Moran has been a Family Court 
Judge in Christchurch since 2003 and was 
Administrative Family Court Judge for the 
Southern Region from 2008 to 2014.

Attorney-General David Parker says she 
has provided strong strategic leadership 
in this field, including national leadership 
of the Early Intervention Process which 
seeks to provide a more efficient approach 
to proceedings about the care of children.

with an LLM from 
the University 
of Cambridge in 
1989 and joining 
the London office 
of international 
law firm Clifford 
Chance in the 
same year.

In 1993 he returned to New Zealand and 
the Auckland office of Bell Gully, joining 
the partnership in 1997. He specialised 
in commercial dispute resolution and 
regulatory proceedings, with particular 
experience in trade practices, intellectual 
property, international trade, insurance, 
cyber security, public law and trusts.

Justice Gault was also admitted as a 
solicitor in New South Wales in 2001 and 
is a Commissioned Officer (Major) in the 
New Zealand Defence Force Reserves.

Associate Judge 
Dale Lester was 
sworn in on 19 
December at the 
High Court  in 
C h r i s t c h u r c h , 
where he will be 
based. After grad-
uating LLB(Hons) 
from Canterbury 
University in 1990, he was admitted as a 
barrister and solicitor of the High Court in 
January 1991 and started work as a staff 
solicitor at Christchurch law firm White 
Fox & Jones.

During 1991 and 1992 he was a Judges’ 

Jeremy  
Doogue

has commenced practice from FortyEight Shortland
Barristers, level 34, Vero Building, 48 Shortland Street, 
Auckland, and is available for:

FAMINZ

jeremydoogue@gmail.com

DDI 09 972 2062 
021 926 359

P.O. Box 917, Shortland St.
Auckland 1140

• Arbitration
• Litigation strategy advice and review of cases
• Internal reviews of governance and

management of organisations 
• Mediation
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Court and the Waitangi Tribunal where she 
acted for Māori Land owners, Māori land 
trusts and incorporations, post-settlement 
governance entities, whānau, hapū and iwi.

Judge Patrick Savage has also been 
reappointed an Acting Judge of the 
Māori Land Court. Judge Savage was first 
appointed to the Court on 7 July 1994 after 
serving as Crown Solicitor for the Bay of 
Plenty. He retired from the court in 2015 
but has been reappointed as an Acting 
Judge since.

District Court Judge 
appointed

Northland lawyer 
La-Verne King has 
been appointed 
a District Court 
Judge with Family 
Court jurisdiction, 
to be sworn in on 
31 May.  Judge 
King, whose iwi 
include Ngatikahu 
ki Whangaroa and Ngati Paoa, was admit-
ted as a barrister and solicitor in December 
1989.

In 1994, along with Judge Ida Malosi and 
Ali’imuamua Sandra Alofivae, she estab-
lished the first Māori and Pasifika women 
law firm, KAM Legal. In 2007 La-Verne 
King returned to the Far North and went 
on to establish Doubtless Bay Law Ltd in 
response to the many and varied legal 
needs of the local community.

She was appointed as Youth Advocate 
in 1992, Counsel for Child in 1994, District 
Inspector for Mental Health in 2003 and 
Visiting Justice in 2009. In August 2018 
she was appointed a member of the 
Independent Panel considering the 2014 
Family Justice Reforms.

Acting District Court 
Judge appointments 
made permanent

Seven acting District Court Judges have 
been appointed as District Court Judges.

Judge Sanjay Patel was appointed from 
1 January as a District Court Judge with a 
warrant to conduct jury trials. Judge Patel 
was appointed an Acting District Court 
Judge on 22 June 2016.

Judge Soana Moala was appointed 
from 1 January as a District Court Judge 

Environment Court 
Judge appointed

Auckland lawyer 
Melinda Dickey 
has been appointed 
an Environment 
Court and District 
Court Judge to 
serve in Auckland. 
She was sworn 
in on 1 February. 
Admitted as a 
barrister and solicitor in March 1983, Judge 
Dickey was a partner at Brookfields Lawyers 
from 1996 and, until recently, a member 
of the firm’s board.

Judge Dickey specialised in all aspects of 
resource management and environmental 
law. From 2013 she acted for Auckland 
Council providing advice and attending 
hearings on the Auckland Unitary Plan. 
This work included various Environment 
Court and High Court proceedings. She also 
had extensive experience in advising on 
infrastructure projects and planning instru-
ments for a number of local authorities.

Māori Land Court 
Judges appointed

Damian Stone and Terena Wara have been 
appointed Judges of the Māori Land Court.

Judge Stone was admitted as a barrister 
and solicitor in May 1998. He holds an LLB 
from the University of Auckland and a BA 
from Victoria University of Wellington. 
He is a managing partner at Kāhui Legal, 
specialising in commercial law. Before 
joining the firm he spent 10 years work-
ing for a large national law firm and was 
General Counsel for the Treaty of Waitangi 
Fisheries Commission. Judge Stone regu-
larly appeared in the Māori Land Court and 
before the Waitangi Tribunal.

Judge Wara was admitted as a barrister 
and solicitor in July 2006 after graduating 
LLB(Hons) from 
the University of 
Waikato. She is a 
director at Rotorua 
firm Tū Pono Legal 
Ltd, of which she 
was a founding 
director in 2014. 
Her main focus is 
in the Māori Land 

with a warrant to conduct jury trials. Judge 
Moala was appointed an Acting District 
Court Judge on 2 September 2016.

Judge Catriona Mary Doyle was 
appointed from 1 January as a District 
Court Judge and to exercise the jurisdic-
tion of the Family Court. Judge Doyle was 
appointed an Acting District Court Judge 
on 18 August 2016.

Judge Noel Joseph Sainsbury was 
appointed from 8 January as a District Court 
Judge with a warrant to conduct jury trials. 
Judge Sainsbury was appointed an Acting 
District Court Judge on 18 November 2016.

Judge Gregory Charles Hollister-Jones 
was appointed from 10 January as a District 
Court Judge with a warrant to conduct jury 
trials. Judge Hollister-Jones was appointed 
an Acting District Court Judge on 5 April 
2017.

Judge Haamiora Lincoln Cooper 
Raumati is appointed from 20 February 
to be a District Court Judge and to exercise 
the jurisdiction of the Family Court. Judge 
Raumati was appointed an Acting District 
Court Judge on 3 April 2017.

Judge John Joseph Brandts-Giesen is 
appointed from 20 March to be a District 
Court Judge and to exercise the jurisdiction 
of the Family Court. Judge Brandts-Giesen 
was appointed an Acting District Court 
Judge on 5 August 2016.

Acting Employment 
Court Judge

Mark Eversf ield Perkins ,  retired 
Employment Court Judge, was appointed 
an Acting Judge of the Employment Court 
for a term of 12 months commencing on 
28 December 2018.

Acting District 
Court Judges

Judge Craig James Thompson, retiring 
District Court Judge, was appointed an 
Acting District Court Judge and also alter-
nate Judge of the Environment Court for 
a term commencing on 13 December 2018 
and expiring on 25 October 2020.

Alexander James Twaddle, retired 
District Court Judge, was appointed an 
Acting District Court Judge able to exer-
cise the jurisdiction of the Family Court 
for a two-year term commencing on 22 
December 2018.

Sharon Elizabeth Couper McAuslan 
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and Charles Stuart Blackie, retired 
District Court Judges, were appointed 
Acting District Court Judges able to exer-
cise the criminal jurisdiction of the District 
Court, for a term of two years commencing 
on 14 January and 22 January respectively.

Christopher David Sygrove, retiring 
District Court Judge, was appointed an 
Acting District Court Judge able to exercise 
the jurisdiction of the Family Court for a 
two-year term commencing on 15 January.

Christopher John McGuire, retiring 
District Court Judge, was appointed an 
Acting District Court Judge able to exer-
cise the criminal jurisdiction of the District 
Court, for a two-year term commencing 
on 15 January.

Brian Hamish Struthers Neal and Paul 
Whitehead, retired District Court Judges, 
have been appointed Acting District Court 
Judges able to exercise the jurisdiction 
of the Family Court for a two-year term 
commencing on 1 March.

Anne-Marie Josephine Bouchier and 
John Enoka Macdonald, retired District 
Court Judges, have been appointed Acting 
District Court Judges able to exercise the 
criminal jurisdiction of the District Court 
for a term of two years commencing on 
1 March.

Dale Fleur Clarkson, retired District 
Court Judge, has been appointed an Acting 
District Court Judge for a term of two years 
commencing on 1 March.

Gary Michael Harrison and David 
Graham Mather, retired District Court 
Judges, have been appointed Acting 
District Court Judges for two year terms 
commencing on 2 March and 4 March 
respectively.

Anthony Patrick Walsh, retiring District 
Court Judge, has been appointed an Acting 
District Court Judge able to exercise the 
jurisdiction of the Family Court for a two-
year term commencing on 20 March.

Peter John Butler, retiring District Court 
Judge, has been appointed an Acting District 
Court Judge able to exercise the criminal 
jurisdiction of the District Court, for a two-
year term commencing on 20 March.

Judicial retirements

A final sitting will be held at 4pm on 7 
March for Justice Raynor Asher in the 
Court of Appeal to mark his retirement. 
Justice Asher was appointed to the High 
Court bench on 17 August 2005. He was 

▴ The final sitting for Judge McGuire, Manukau District Court.  
Left to right, Principal Family Court Judge Moran, Chief District Court Judge 
Doogue, Judge McGuire, Executive Judge Malosi.

appointed to the Court of Appeal on 22 
July 2016.

A final sitting for Judge Christopher 
McGuire was held on 7 December at 
Manukau District Court. Judge McGuire 
graduated from Auckland University and 
was admitted in 1973. He spent three years 
as a legal officer at the Ministry of Defence 
and nine as Crown counsel in Auckland 
and Wellington before going into sole prac-
tice in Auckland in 1988. He was appointed 
to the bench on 19 December 1997.

A final sitting for Judge Kevin Phillips 
was held at Dunedin District Court on 10 
December. He was admitted in 1972 and 
first practised in Gore with Bannerman 
Brydone and Folster, becoming a partner 
in 1976. He moved to Queenstown in 1985, 
joining Macalister Todd Phillips Bodkins as 
a partner and head of litigation in 1986. He 
specialised in criminal law and was also 
solicitor for the Queenstown Lakes District 
Council. Judge Phillips was sworn in as a 
District Court Judge on 20 February 2006.

A final sitting for Judge Chris Sygrove 
was held at New Plymouth District Court 
in December. A family law specialist in 
practice, he was a partner with Wellington 
firm McCulloch and Sygrove from 1979 to 
1996. He became a sole practitioner in 1996 
and was sworn in as a District Court Judge 
on 4 July 2014.

A final sitting for Judge Rosemary 
Riddell was held at Hamilton District 
Court on 13 December. She was admitted 
in 1992 after working in broadcasting and 

public relations and started work with Gaze 
Burt in Auckland before moving to Dunedin 
to join Gallaway Haggitt Sinclair in 1997. 
After becoming a partner in 1999, she was 
sworn in as a District Court Judge on 2 
February 2006.

A final sitting for Judge Robert Murfitt 
was held at Christchurch District Court on 
19 December. After graduating LLB(Hons) 
from Canterbury University in 1971, he was 
admitted in 1972 and began work at Weston 
Ward & Lascelles. He became a barrister 
sole in 1996, specialising in family law 
after initially focusing on civil and criminal 
work. He was sworn in as a District Court 
Judge on 10 March 2004.

PhD gained by Māori 
Land Court Judge

Māori Land Court 
J u d g e  L a y n e 
Harvey has been 
awarded a PhD 
b y  A u c k l a n d 
U n i ve r s i ty  o f 
Technology Law 
School following 
his research into 
the management 
of Māori land trusts. Judge Harvey’s thesis 
was entitled “Would the proposed reforms 
affecting Ahu Whenua trusts have impeded 
hapū in the development of their lands? A 
Ngāti Awa perspective.” Judge Harvey is the 
first PhD graduate for the AUT Law School.
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Queen’s 
Counsel

Attorney-General David Parker announced 
the appointment of 10 Queen’s Counsel on 
28 November 2018.

Paul Dale grad-
uated LLB in 1974 
and was admitted 
to the Bar in 1975. 
He joined the firm 
Terry & Frankovich 
in 1974 and moved 
to Dale Nicholson 
& Pollard in 1976. In 
1982 he moved to Hong Kong to work for the 
government as a Crown Counsel. After 11 
months he was promoted to Senior Crown 
Counsel and appeared on a daily basis in 
the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal. 
He returned to New Zealand in 1987.

In 1998 he became the senior litigation 
partner at Grove Darlow & Partners, where 
his responsibilities included a wide range 
of civil and commercial litigation. He joined 
the independent Bar in 2006 and special-
ises in civil and commercial litigation. He 
practises from Auckland’s Chancery Street 
Chambers.

Maria Dew grad-
uated LLB from the 
University of Otago 
in 1987 and LLM from 
Victoria University 
in 1999. She was 
admitted to the Bar 
in 1987 and joined 
Christchurch firm RA 
Young Hunter & Co. In 1989 she began work-
ing for Wellington firm Morrison Morpeth 
doing civil litigation. In 1991 Ms Dew travelled 
to the United Kingdom and worked first as 
a construction litigation solicitor and then 
as a prosecution solicitor working under 
the former Financial Services Act 1986 (UK). 
In 1993 she returned to Wellington and to 
Morrison Morpeth as a senior associate, 
then moved to the Bank of New Zealand 
as in-house counsel in employment law. 
In 1998 she moved to Auckland.

She joined the independent Bar in 2000, 
first at Princess Chambers and then at 
Bankside Chambers. She specialises in 
employment law. Since 2013 Maria Dew 

has been the Deputy Chair of the Health 
Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal and 
in 2017 she was elected to the Council of 
the New Zealand Bar Association. She is 
convenor of the New Zealand Law Society’s 
Employment Law Committee.

Vivienne Crawshaw  graduated 
LLB(Hons)  f rom 
the University of 
Auckland in 1988. 
She was admitted 
to the Bar in 1988, 
then worked as a 
staff solicitor at 
McElroy Milne. In 
1990 she joined 
Grey Lynn Neighbourhood Law working 
in civil, criminal and family litigation. From 
1995 she worked for Mangere Community 
Law Centre. In 1999 she joined Mahon & 
Associates as a staff solicitor and then 
a senior associate specialising in family 
law and employment litigation. In 2003 
she became a partner at Gubb & Partners, 
where she led the family law team.

She joined the independent Bar in 2008 
specialising in family law with a particular 
focus on relationship property matters and 
cases involving children, at first instance 
and appellate levels. She is a member of 
the Lawyer for Child panel and has pre-
sented at a wide range of conferences in 
New Zealand and overseas. She is based 
in Auckland.

Belinda Sellars 
graduated with a 
LLB(Hons) and a BA 
from the University 
of Auckland in 1995. 
She was admitted to 
the Bar in 1994. In 
1994 she was a junior 
employed barrister 
for Michael Harte Barrister.

From 1996 to 2002 she was a solicitor and 
then senior solicitor in general litigation at 
Russell McVeagh. In 2004 she joined the 
Public Defence Service and was an original 
member of the Public Defence Service 
pilot in the Auckland office. In 2009 she 
joined the independent Bar, specialising in 

criminal law. Belinda Sellars was admitted 
to the Bar in Samoa in 2012. She is based 
at Auckland’s Freyberg Chambers.

Robert (Bob) Hollyman graduated 
LLB(Hons) and BA from the University of 
Auckland. He was admitted to the Bar in 
1995 and was a Judges’ Clerk at the Court 
of Appeal before moving to Crown Law. He 
then completed an LLM at the University 
of Toronto and worked as Legal Counsel 
to the Court of Appeal of Alberta.

He returned to New Zealand to take up 
a position at Bell Gully, before joining the 
independent Bar in 2006. His specialist 
areas of practice are contract, company, 
insolvency, property and equity. Mr 
Hollyman has lectured on Advanced Torts 
at the University of Auckland, and is the 
author of Falsehood and Breach of Contract in 
New Zealand. He is a member of Auckland’s 
Shortland Chambers.

James Rapley 
graduated  with 
an LLB from the 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Canterbury in 1989 
and an LLM(Hons) 
from the University 
of Auckland in 1999. 
He was admitted to 
the Bar in 1990. He worked for several 
Auckland law firms before joining the 
Serious Fraud Office as a prosecutor 
between 1992 and 1994. After a period 
working overseas, he returned to the SFO 
in 1996, then moved to Christchurch in 
1999 as a Crown prosecutor for Raymond 
Donnelly & Co.

Mr Rapley joined the independent Bar 
in 2004 and practises from Christchurch’s 
Bridgeside Chambers. He specialises in 
criminal litigation and has significant 
experience in regulatory prosecutions. 
He has been a part-time law lecturer at 
the University of Canterbury since 2003 
and from 2012, a visiting law lecturer at 
the University of South Pacific, Vanuatu.

He is a member of the New Zealand 
Law Society’s Criminal Law Committee 
and a Lawyers Standards Committee. In 
2013 with Judge Tony Willy he co-authored 
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the Thomson Reuters text, Advocacy and 
is Criminal Course Director for the NZBA’s 
Mastering Advocacy Programme.

Anthony (James) 
Wilding graduated 
with an LLB and BA 
from the University 
of Canterbury. He 
was admitted in 
1993 and worked 
for Cameron and 
C o m p a n y .  H e 
joined the independent Bar in 1996, with 
Riverlands Chambers then Clarendon 
Chambers. His work includes public and 
constitutional, trust, relationship property 
and medical issues.

From 1999 to 2011 he was a District 
Inspector of Mental Health for Canterbury, 
Nelson, Marlborough and West Coast. 
James Wilding is convenor of the New 
Zealand Mental Health Review Tribunal. 
He practises from Christchurch’s Clarendon 
Chambers.

Andru Isac graduated with a BA and 
an LLB(Hons) from the University of 
Canterbury in 1994 and a BCL from the 
University of Oxford in 2001. He was 
admitted in 1994 and began his legal 
career at Chapman Tripp before working 
as a Crown prosecutor at Preston Russell 
in Invercargill.

From 1999 to 2001 he completed a 
Bachelor of Civil Law at the University 
of Oxford and worked for Barlow Lyde & 
Gilbert in London. In 2001 he returned to 

New Zealand and lectured at the University 
of Canterbury. Between 2005 and 2013 he 
was a litigation partner at Fitzherbert Rowe 
and Gibson Sheat. Andru Isac joined the 
independent Bar in 2013 and specialises in 
commercial, public and criminal litigation. 
He is a member of Wellington’s Stout Street 
Chambers.

Margaret (Anne) 
Stevens graduated 
with an LLB in 1987. 
She was admitted to 
the Bar in 1988 and 
was an employed 
barrister for JM 
Conradson. In 1994 
she moved to Mitchell & Mackersy. In 1998 
she returned to the Bar as a barrister sole, 
specialising in criminal law and associated 
mental health law.

She has appeared as lead counsel since 
1998 in over 140 jury trials. From 1998 
she has been a guest lecturer in law and 
psychiatry at the University of Otago and to 
mental health staff at the Forensic Mental 
Health Unit at Wakari Hospital. In 2005 
and 2006 she was also a guest lecturer on 
ethics in the role of defence lawyers.

From 2006 to 2012 Anne Stevens was a 
New Zealand Law Society Vice-President, 
representing the South Island. From 2012 
she has been the chair of the New Zealand 
Law Society Practice Approval Committee. 
Since 2001 she has been a faculty member 
and presenter at the NZLS Litigation 
Skills programme including Director of 

the programme in 2005. She is based at 
Dunedin’s Octagon Chambers.

Fiona Guy Kidd 
g raduated  with 
LLB(Hons) (First 
Class)  from the 
University of Otago 
in 1992 and LLM 
from the University 
of Virginia in 1995. 
She was admitted 
to the Bar in 1992. She worked first as a 
solicitor in the litigation department of 
Russell McVeagh in 1992.

After completing her study at the 
University of Virginia, she returned to 
Auckland in 1995 and was an employed 
junior barrister for David AR Williams 
QC. From 1997 to 2000 she was a Crown 
Prosecutor at Luke Cunningham and Clere. 
Fiona Guy Kidd then moved to the criminal 
team at the Crown Law Office where she 
worked from 2000 to 2011, holding the role 
of team leader in 2005-2006. From 2011 to 
2016 she was an associate and then partner 
of AWS Legal in Invercargill.

She joined the independent Bar in 
2016 and specialises in criminal law. She 
is a former Convenor of the Wellington 
Women Lawyers’ Association, current Vice 
President of the Criminal Bar Association 
and a member of the New Zealand Law 
Society Criminal Law Committee. She 
practises from Invercargill’s Montrose 
Chambers and is an associate member of 
Christchurch’s Bridgeside Chambers.
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Honours And 
Awards

New Year Honours

Members of the legal profession and 
justice community were among the New 
Zealanders in the New Years’ Honours List 
2018.

Robert  Kinsela 
(Kim) Workman QSO 
was appointed a Knight 
Companion of the New 
Zealand Order of Merit 
for services to prisoner 
welfare and the justice 
sector. Sir Kim (Ngāti 
Kahungunu ki Wairarapa) stepped down 
from his role as National Director of Prison 
Fellowship New Zealand in 2008, becoming 
Families Commissioner until 2011. In that 
year he founded JustSpeak, a non-partisan 
network of young people speaking up for 
change in the criminal justice system. He 
remains a board member and strategic 
adviser. He became an Adjunct Research 
Fellow at the Institute of Criminology at 
Victoria University of Wellington in 2013. 
Victoria and Massey University have both 
awarded him honorary Doctor of Literature 
degrees.

Professor Margaret Ann Bedggood 
QSO was appointed a Companion of the 
New Zealand Order of Merit for services to 
human rights law. An Honorary Professor 
of Law at Waikato University, she was Dean 
of the School of Law from 1994 to 1999. She 
has also served as Chief Commissioner of 
the Human Rights Commission.

Andrée El izabeth Talbot  was 
appointed a Companion of the New 
Zealand Order of Merit for services to 
the Plunket Society. Mrs Talbot, who 
is an associate with Auckland law firm 
Simpson Western, has been involved with 
Plunket in governance roles since the late 
1990s and served as National President 
from 2014 to 2017. She oversaw Plunket’s 
move towards consolidating nationally 
into a charitable trust, which occurred 
on 1 January 2018.

William (Russell) Howie was appointed 
an Officer of the New Zealand Order of 

Merit for services to environmental 
resource management. Mr Howie has been 
a Commissioner of the Environment Court 
since 2001 and a member of several boards 
of inquiry.

K r i s t y  P e a r l 
McDonald QC was 
appointed an Officer of 
the New Zealand Order 
of Merit for services to 
the law and govern-
ance. Admitted as a 
barrister and solicitor 
in February 1983 and appointed Queen’s 
Counsel in 1999, she has advised Ministers 
of the Crown and government agency 
heads for nearly 40 years and advised on 
or represented the Crown’s interest in a 
number of highly sensitive and complex 
matters.

Denise Pamela Hutchins ED, JP was 
appointed a Member of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit for services as a Justice of 
the Peace and to the health sector. She 
became a JP in 2002 and was President 
of the Royal Federation of New Zealand 
Justices Association from 2016 to 2018, 
overseeing a voluntary accreditation 
process for justices.

Simon George Mortlock was appointed 
a Member of the New Zealand Order of 
Merit for services to the community and 
education. Admitted as a barrister and 
solicitor in January 1970, Mr Mortlock was 
founding partner of Mortlock McCormack 
Law and has provided his expertise to 
a range of community initiatives and 
organisations, including the Launchpad 
scheme which employs young people in 
a professional firm for a year.

Alison Muriel Thomson JP was awarded 
a Queen’s Service Medal for services to the 
community. Miss Thomson was President 
of the New Zealand Justices Associations 
from 2009 to 2011 and a board member 
from 2005 to 2013. She organised a roster 
of local JPs to assist in the swearing of 
affidavits, statutory declarations and 
certifying documents at Hastings District 
Court.

Steph Dyhrberg 
Wellingtonian of the Year

Wellington employ-
ment lawyer Steph 
Dyhrberg won the 
Dominion Post 2018 
Wellingtonian of Year 
Award. Ms Dhyrberg, 
who is Vice-President 
of the Wellington 
branch of the New Zealand Law Society 
and convenor of the Wellington Women 
Lawyers’ Association, also won the 
Community Service Award for leading 
the fight against sexual harassment in the 
legal sector. The judges said Ms Dyhrberg’s 
voice and actions had had a huge effect 
and would give women and interns the 
confidence that they will be treated fairly 
and respectfully at law firms.

Children’s Commissioner and former 
Principal Youth Court Judge Andrew 
Becroft was winner of the Public Service 
award for helping vulnerable young people 
as Children’s Commissioner.

Professor David Williams 
to be inducted as 
Royal Society Fellow

Auckland University 
Professor of Law David 
V Williams will this 
month be inducted 
as a Fellow of the 
Academy of the Royal 
Society Te Apārangi, 
in recognition of his 
research, scholarship and the advancement 
of knowledge in the areas of constitutional 
law, colonial legal history and the Treaty of 
Waitangi. He was one of 20 new Fellows 
and three Honorary Fellows elected in 
2018 for their distinction in research and 
advancement of science, technology or 
the humanities. Professor Williams was 
elected Honorary Fellow of the American 
Society for Legal History in 2017, the first 
New Zealander to be so honoured.
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Anthony 
Harper finalist 
in Best Event 
Sponsorship at 
national awards

Anthony Harper has been 
named in the New Zealand 
Event Awards finalists for 
the Best Event Sponsorship 
category. The firm is a final-
ist for its sponsorship of 
the Pop-up Globe theatre. 
It says it became the inau-
gural sponsor in 2015 and 
over the years over 500,000 
people have attended a 
performance at the the-
atre, both in Auckland 
and Christchurch. The 
winner of the Best Event 
Sponsorship wi l l  be 
announced in March/April.

Isaac Whatnall now at 
Davidson Twaddle Isaac

Isaac Whatnall has 
joined the firm of 
Davidson Twaddle 
Isaac as a solicitor in 
the commercial law 
team. Isaac was admit-
ted as a barrister and 
solicitor in December 
2016 after graduating with an LLB from the 
University of Waikato. He joined Davidson 
Twaddle Isaac from McBreens Lawyers.

Bartlett Law appoints 
Carolyn Heaton as 
Special Counsel

Wellington firm Bartlett 
Law has welcomed 
Carolyn Heaton as 
Special Counsel. She 
was  previous ly  a 
litigation partner in 
a national law firm 
and has over 25 years’ 
experience, including appearances in all 
employment authorities and courts. Carolyn 
has a special interest in mediation and 
dispute resolution.

Two senior appointments 
at Wynn Williams

Andrew Watkins joined Wynn Williams on 
1 December and will join the firm’s partner-
ship early in 2019. He will be based in the 
Christchurch office in the national dispute 
resolution team. Andrew has specialised in 
relationship property and trusts for over 20 
years. He has been involved in many high 
profile cases and regularly provides media 
comment on family law issues.

Mike Doesburg joined the national 
resource management team on 15 November 
as a senior associate based in the Auckland 
office. Mike has specific experience advising 
on infrastructure, industrial, residential and 
coastal projects, along with experience 

dealing with complicated district and 
regional planning matters.

Lisa Meyer joins 
Baker Meech

Lisa Meyer has joined 
Auckland firm Baker 
Meech as a principal. 
Admitted as a bar-
rister and solicitor in 
September 2004, she 
has 14 years’ of local 
and internat ional 
experience in New Zealand and the UK 
as a banking and finance lawyer, with 
expertise in transactional and regulatory 
matters. She also advises on corporate and 
commercial and property law matters. Lisa 
was previously at Allen & Overy (London) 
and Westpac and DLA Piper (Auckland).

John Mansell joins 
Catalyst Intellectual 
Property

John Mansell has joined Catalyst Intellectual 
Property as a partner. Based in Auckland, he 
is a lawyer and a patent attorney with over 
15 years’ experience in intellectual property 
law and the commercialisation of intellec-
tual property. John has a PhD in molecular 
biology from the University of Otago and an 
LLB from the University of Auckland.

Dale Thomas now McCaw 
Lewis senior associate

Dale Thomas has been 
promoted to senior 
associate at Hamilton 
firm McCaw Lewis. 
He joined the firm in 
2015 and is an expe-
rienced lawyer in the 
commercial, property 
and asset planning teams. Dale’s practice 
areas include agribusiness, farm sale and 
purchase, refinancing transactions, com-
mercial property and leases.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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Chris Bernhardt moves 
to Greymouth

Chris Bernhardt, former solicitor and 
Crown Prosecutor at Raymond Donnelly 
& Co in Christchurch, has moved to 
Greymouth to take up the position of sole 
Police prosecutor for the West Coast region. 
His new contact details are: CBME66@
police.govt.nz

Russell McVeagh 
appoints five partners

Russell McVeagh appointed four new 
partners from 1 December and one (David 
Weavers) from 10 December.

Liz Blythe is a member of the Auckland 
t e c h n o l o g y  t ea m . 
She was admitted 
in September 2009 
and returned to New 
Zealand from the United 
Kingdom in 2017 where 
she acted for some 
of the world’s largest 
technology suppliers and consumers. Liz 
specialises in complex technology trans-
actions, including for the procurement, 
supply, development, manufacturing, 
outsourcing and commercialisation of 
technology and e-commerce arrangements.

A n n a  C r o s b i e 
is a member of the 
Auckland property 
and construction team. 
Admitted in November 
2006, she began her 
career  a t  Rus s e l l 
McVeagh and returned 
to the firm in 2015 after practising in-house. 
Anna advises on all aspects of property 
and construction law and has particular 
expertise in high-value acquisition and 
divestment transactions, inbound overseas 
investment, retail and commercial leasing, 
hotel management and masterplanned 
residential development.

Emmeline Rushbrook is a member 
of the Wellington litigation and dispute 

resolution team. She 
specialises in com-
mercial and financial 
dispute resolution, 
regulatory compliance 
and enforcement, and 
public/administrative 
law. She has extensive 
experience advising on regulatory inves-
tigations, internal investigations and 
public inquiries. Emmeline was admitted 
in January 2002 and began her career at 
the firm. She spent nine years at Clifford 
Chance in London before returning to 
Russell McVeagh.

Nathaniel Walker is a member of 
the Wellington liti-
gation and dispute 
resolution team. He 
is a commercial liti-
gator with particular 
expertise in trusts 
and equity, disputes 
with a cross-border 
dimension, consumer law and financial 
services litigation. Nat was admitted in 
October 2011. He returned to the firm in 
late 2017 from Cravath, Swaine & Moore 
LLP, New York. While in New York, Nat 
also completed his LLM 
at Columbia University.

David  Weavers 
is a member of the 
Auckland banking 
and finance team. He 
advises financial insti-
tutions, private equity 

sponsors, corporate clients, non-bank 
lenders and sovereigns on a wide range 
of financing and restructuring transactions. 
David was admitted in November 2008. 
He began his career with the firm before 
basing himself in London with New York 
firm Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP, 
and then in Hong Kong with Weil, Gotshal 
& Manges LLP.

Russell McVeagh appoints 
four special counsel

Russell McVeagh has appointed four special 
counsel, effective from 1 December.

Lance Jones  i s 
a  member  of  the 
Auckland corporate 
advisory team. He has 
extensive corporate 
law experience in 
mergers and acquisi-
tions, private equity 
transactions, joint ventures and share-
holder arrangements, inbound overseas 
investment and complex commercial 
contracts. Before joining Russell McVeagh, 
Lance worked at global firms in London 
and Sydney.

Joanna Khoo  is 
a  member  of  the 
Auckland corporate 
advisory team. She 
specialises in funds 
management, financial 
services, securities law 
and general corporate 
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matters. After her admission in 2007 
Joanna worked in the tax and banking and 
finance practice groups before moving to 
corporate advisory in 2011. She also advises 
on the provision of financial services.

Bevan Peachey 
is a member of the 
Auckland banking 
and finance team. He 
specialises in a wide 
range of complex and 
strategic transactions, 
including corporate 
lending, project finance, acquisition/lev-
eraged finance, property and development 
finance, refinancing and restructuring. 
Bevan re-joined Russell McVeagh when 
he returned to New Zealand from the UK 
in 2017.

Gareth Worthington is a member of the 
Wellington corporate 
advisory team. He has 
expertise in securities 
law, mergers and acqui-
sitions, funds manage-
ment, private equity 
and other corporate 
transactions. Gareth 
has worked at a number of leading New 
Zealand and international law firms. This 
has included work in Dubai at two top tier 
English law firms.

Russell McVeagh appoints 
senior associates

Russell McVeagh has promoted two law-
yers to senior associate.

Hamish Beckett 
is a member of the 
Auckland corporate 
advisory team. He 
joined the firm in 2013 
and specialises in merg-
ers and acquisitions, 

private equity transactions, overseas 
investment, joint venture arrangements 
and a broad range of commercial contracts 
and general corporate matters.

Rachel  O’Br ien 
is a member of the 
Auckland litigation 
team and recently 
returned to the firm 
a f t e r  wo r k i n g  i n 
London and the Middle 
East. She specialises in 
intellectual property, data protection and 
privacy law.

Simpson Grierson 
appoints Business 
Transformation & 
Innovation Director

Simpson Gr ierson 
promoted Caroline 
Ferguson to Business 
Transformation and 
Innovation Director, 
f rom 1  December. 
She has been leading 
Simpson Grierson’s 
business transformation and innovation 
activities for the last three years as Business 
Transformation Manager. Previously a 
finance lawyer, Caroline transitioned into 
innovation and technology roles while at 
global law firm Allen & Overy in London.

Clive Gardner retires

Mt Maunganui lawyer Clive Gardner 
retired from legal practice and CG Law 
Ltd on 30 November. The practice contin-
ues with Grant Aislabie as director. Clive 
was admitted as a barrister and solicitor 
in December 1976 after graduating LLB 
from Otago University. He specialised in 
all aspects of property law and has been 

an honorary lawyer for various community 
organisations.

Four new partners and 
two special counsel 
at Chapman Tripp

Chapman Tripp has announced the 
appointment of four new partners and two 
special counsel, effective from 1 December 
2018.

Simon Peart  has 
been appointed a part-
ner in the Wellington 
competition and regu-
latory team. Simon was 
admitted as a barrister 
and solicitor in 2006 
in New Zealand and 
2013 for England and Wales. He re-joined 
Chapman Tripp in 2015 after five years in 
the competition department at Freshfields 
Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, based in London. 
Simon specialises in competition, regula-
tory and public law.

Leigh Kissick has 
been appointed a 
commercial finance and 
infrastructure partner 
in the Wellington office. 
She was admitted in 
2004. Leigh advises cli-
ents on the commercial 
and financing aspects of projects, includ-
ing large infrastructure projects. Before 
Chapman Tripp she worked for another 
major New Zealand law firm for 10 years 
and also worked for 
English firm Slaughter 
and May from 2008 to 
2012.

Laura Fraser has 
been appointed a 
partner in the litigation 
team in the Auckland 
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The District Court is the engine room of New 
Zealand’s civil and criminal justice system. It touches the 
lives of thousands of people, and many people’s entire 
futures may turn on its decisions.

Barristers derive professional fulfilment through helping 
clients to reach fair outcomes during a conflict or crisis 
in their lives, the cut and thrust of courtroom argument 
and a love of the law. Members of the profession will 
appreciate the importance of good quality judging to this 
process. Perhaps less appreciated are the opportunities 
a judicial career offers for taking professional fulfilment 
to a new level while continuing to make a real difference 
in people’s lives.

A Window into 
Life on the Bench
An invitation from the Chief District Court Judge and the Principal Family 
Court Judge to hear what it takes to be a modern judge

progress on to the Bench, NZLS CLE Ltd is hosting a series 
of seminars around the country to provide a window into 
the life of a District Court Judge.

We will lead what we aim to be lively sessions where 
we will answer questions, step attendees through a typical 
day in the life of a judge, and explain the selection process 
and more about the qualities we are seeking. You might 
be surprised.

We encourage you to more than think about, and to 
come along.

NZLS CLE Ltd Seminar: A Window into Becoming 
a District Court and/or Family Court Judge
1.25 CPD Hours
Fee: No Charge
Presenters: Jan-Marie Doogue, Chief District Court Judge 

Jackie Moran, Principal Family Court Judge

CHRISTCHURCH 

Wednesday 27 February, 5:15 – 6:30 pm
NZLS Canterbury-Westland Branch, 307 Durham Street.

WELLINGTON

Thursday 28 February, 5:15 – 6:30 pm
NZLS National Office, Level 8, 26 Waring Taylor Street.

AUCKLAND

Monday 11 March, 5:15 – 6:30 pm
NZLS Auckland Branch, Level 12, 51 Shortland Street.

HAMILTON

Tuesday 12 March, 5:15 – 6:30 pm
NZLS Waikato Bay of Plenty Branch, 109 Angelsea Street.

To register go to www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

The District Court is entering a phase of 
renewal in the next few years as a wave of 
judges reach retirement age. This opens the 
door to experienced lawyers to consider 
whether joining the Bench might be a good 
career move. Yet many potential candi-
dates may be put off because of outdated 
perceptions about the role and qualities 
of a judge.

Modern judging is increasingly dynamic. 
To truly represent the public it serves, the 
District Court needs a diverse mix of judges 
who reflect the wide range of communities 
who make up Aotearoa New Zealand. Both 
the criminal and family divisions of the 
District Court need judges who are compas-
sionate, in touch with community views 
and expectations, solutions focused and 
innovative, and of course knowledgeable 
of the law and skilled in its practice. The 
modern District Court judge is nimble, 
open to new ideas and able to withstand 
the public gaze and criticism in an age of 
relentless media scrutiny. In the District 
Court, the role is particularly varied and 
offers wide scope for individuals to show 
initiative and make their mark.

To help determine whether this role 
might be for you, and whether your current 
career settings are right should you wish to 

Jan-Marie Doogue
Chief District Court Judge

Jackie Moran
Principal Family Court Judge

1 9

L AW TA L K  9 2 5  ·  F ebruar     y 2 0 1 9



office. Admitted in 2009, Laura specialises 
in complex commercial litigation and 
advises on a broad range of commercial 
disputes, including corporate and regula-
tory matters, as well as general contract 
and tort issues. She began her career as a 
Judges’ Clerk at the Supreme Court before 
completing post-graduate studies at the 
University of Oxford.

Gerard Souness 
has been appointed a 
partner in the Auckland 
finance team. He was 
admitted in 2006 and 
specialises in corpo-
rate and institutional 
finance, advising banks, 
corporates and other entities. Gerard has 
worked across the banking spectrum both 
in private practice and in-house at a major 
New Zealand bank. He has a particular 
interest in syndications, corporate finance, 
structured product, receivables finance and 
export credit finance.

Anna Kraack has 
been appointed spe-
cial counsel in the 
Wel l ington off ice . 
Anna specialises in 
civil litigation, with a 
focus on contract dis-
putes, gas and energy, 
aquaculture, insurance and trusts. She was 
admitted in 2007 and has appeared in the 
High Court, District 
Court and a diverse 
range of tribunals.

Joanna Bain  has 
been appointed special 
counsel in the Auckland 
resource management 
and infrastructure 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18 team. She advises on district and regional 
planning, consenting and compliance 
issues, Overseas Investment Act matters, 
and climate change. Jo was admitted as a 
barrister and solicitor in 1995.

Maia Wikaira joins 
Whāia Legal

Maia Wikaira  has 
joined Horiana-Irwin 
Easthope as a Director 
of Whāia Legal. They 
will continue their 
working relationship, 
which has spanned 
their legal careers, and 
has its roots in life-long whānau connec-
tions. Maia recently returned to Aotearoa 
after completing her LLM at Stanford Law 
School and a Legal Fellowship with the 
Office of Tribal Attorney for the Yurok Tribe. 
The Yurok Tribe is the largest federally 
recognised tribe in California, and Maia 
practised Yurok Tribal Law and represented 
the tribe in engagement with federal, state 
and other tribal governments.

Duncan Cotterill 
appoints new CEO

Duncan Cotterill has appointed Pete Boyle 
as Chief Executive Officer, from February 
2019. Having previously worked with 
PwC in London, Mr Boyle became a part-
ner at accounting firm Deloitte based in 
Wellington upon returning to New Zealand. 
He also established and led consulting firm 
Acuity Partners. In 2010, he was appointed 
CEO of intellectual property firm AJ Park 
Ltd. He led the sale of AJ Park to Australian 
company IPH, a transaction which was 
completed in 2017.

Blair Franklin 
appointed Holmden 
Horrocks partner

Blair Franklin has been 
appointed a partner 
o f  Auckland f i rm 
Holmden Horrocks. 
Blair specialises in 
property law (residen-
tial and commercial), 
trusts, estates, asset 
planning, general commercial matters 
and personal affairs. He was admitted 
in January 2004 after graduating from 
Auckland University. Blair will continue 
to practise from the Auckland office in the 
property and commercial department.

Teressa Cho joins 
ARL Lawyers

Teressa  Cho  has 
joined Lower Hutt 
firm ARL Lawyers as a 
solicitor, specialising 
in family law. Teressa 
graduated with BSc 
and LLB degrees from 
Victoria University of 
Wellington in 2014 and was admitted as 
a barrister and solicitor in 2015. She worked 
at the Ministry of Justice before entering 
private practice and obtained a postgrad-
uate certificate in children’s issues from 
Otago University in 2017.

Maria Dew QC to 
investigate bullying 
allegations

Maria Dew QC has been appointed to 
investigate allegations of bullying by 
the Retirement Commissioner, Diane 

The CPD year ends on 31 March 2019. Your CPD declaration is due no later than 5 working days  

after this date. Now is a good time to check you have completed your CPD requirements and your 

CPD learning plan and record is up to date. To refresh your memory on CPD see the resources on  

the NZLS website – www.lawsociety.org.nz/cpd

CPD DECLARATIONS DUE SOON

Not yet completed your CPD requirements? 
You ought to have received an email outlining how to complete this process. 
Contact helen.comrie-thomson@lawsociety.org.nz if this is not the case.
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Maxwell. The Minister 
of  Commerce and 
Co n s u m e r  A f fa i r s 
requested the State 
Services Commission 
investigate the alle-
gations, using the 
Commissioner’s powers 
and functions under sections 6 to 10 of 
the State Sector Act 1988. State Services 
Commissioner has asked for a report by 
28 February 2019.

Kristy McDonald 
QC appointed to 
racing committee

Wellington QC Kristy 
McDonald is one of 
five appointees to a 
Ministerial Advisory 
Committee to inform 
the next steps on the 
Messara Review of the 
New Zealand Racing 
Industry. The committee is required to 
provide an interim report to Racing Minister 
Winston Peters by the end of February 2019.

Two Buddle Findlay 
partners appointed

Buddle Findlay appointed two partners in 
its Auckland office, effective from 1 January.

Sarah McEwan is a 
member of the corpo-
rate and commercial 
team and specialises 
in mergers and acqui-
sitions, capital markets 
and securities trans-
actions. Sarah was 
admitted in June 2001. Before joining the 
firm in 2017, she worked as a transaction 

director in the capital markets and loan 
execution team of one of New Zealand’s 
largest banks.

Tom Bennett joins 
the Auckland property 
team, specialising in 
procurement, local 
government, construc-
tion and infrastructure 
projects. Admitted in 
December 1992, his 
work covers both public and private sector 
clients. Tom’s construction experience 
includes FIDIC and other recognised con-
struction contract forms, as well as Public 
Works Act compulsory acquisition, real 
estate, and overseas investment.

Buddle Findlay appoints 
four senior associates

Buddle Findlay has appointed four senior 
associates.

Frances Wedde has 
joined the Wellington 
office in the RMA and 
Māori  legal  team. 
Frances advises on 
resource management 
matters,  including 
resource consents, 
designations, and the plan making pro-
cess; and Māori legal matters, including 
Treaty settlements and matters under the 
Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) 
Act. Before joining Buddle Findlay, Frances 
worked at another law 
firm and for central 
government.

Danielle Kelly is 
based in the Auckland 
office and specialises 
in banking and finance 
law. She acts for both 

lenders and borrowers and has represented 
a number of banks, corporates, financial 
institutions and private equity firms. 
Danielle has particular expertise in lever-
aged and acquisition finance, corporate 
lending, debt restructuring and real estate 
and development finance.

Alastair Pettitt is 
based in the Auckland 
office and specialises in 
commercial property 
and local government 
law. He advises local 
authorities, Crown 
entities, banks and 
corporates on a range of real estate mat-
ters including property development, local 
government issues, compulsory acquisi-
tions, commercial leasing, acquisitions 
and divestments, subdivisions of land and 
property finance.

Shaun Brookes 
i s  b a s e d  i n  t h e 
Christchurch office, 
specialising in employ-
ment law, industrial 
relations, and health 
and safety, as well as 
dispute resolution and 
general litigation. He is an experienced 
litigator who appears in the Employment 
Relations Authority and Employment 
Court, the District Court and High Court, 
and at mediation on behalf of clients.

Simon Waalkens 
joins Rice Speir

Simon Waalkens has joined Rice Speir as a 
senior associate. He is a civil litigation and 
regulatory/compliance lawyer with exten-
sive insurance, healthcare and criminal law 
experience. Simon has acted for private 
and public sector clients in a wide range of 
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dispute resolution and 
court/tribunal related 
processes. He recently 
spent a few years in 
London working both 
in-house and at large 
law firms in primarily 
professional indemnity 
and medico-legal cases.

Lawyer reappointed Chief 
Gambling Commissioner

Wellington lawyer Graeme Reeves 
has been re-appointed Chief Gambling 
Commissioner of the Gambling Commission. 
First appointed to the role in 2011, Mr Reeves 
has been re-appointed for a one-year term, 
expiring on 20 December 2019.

Gavin Cairns joins Thomas 
Dewar Sziranyi Letts

Gavin Cairns  has 
joined Thomas Dewar 
Sziranyi Letts as a 
senior associate and a 
member of the property 
team. He has over 18 
years’ experience spe-
cialising in all aspects 
of elder and property law including trusts, 
wills, enduring powers of attorney, estates 
and PPPR matters. Gavin has extensive 
trustee industry experience and has 
worked as legal counsel for Public Trust 
and at Trustees Executors Ltd.

McCaw Lewis to 
celebrate centenary

Hamilton-based McCaw Lewis will cel-
ebrate its centenary this year. Founded 
by Wally King in 1919, McCaw Lewis has 
grown to become one of the Waikato’s big-
gest law firms, employing over 50 people. 
It specialises in commercial and property 
law, with a particular focus on Māori law 
and tikanga. One of the highlights of the 
100th year is a move to new premises at 
586 Victoria Street, which has undergone 
a complete renovation and refurbishment. 
McCaw Lewis is also planning several 

events, including commissioning a book 
on its heritage and people.

Hugh Hamilton’s 
Honour forfeited

The New Zealand Order of Merit awarded to 
Hugh Edward Staples Hamilton on 2 June 
1997 has been cancelled and annulled. Mr 
Hamilton was struck off the roll of barris-
ters and solicitors on 28 May 2013 after he 
admitted charges of misconduct brought 
by the New Zealand Law Society. He was 
Mayor of Central Hawke’s Bay from 1989 
to 1995 and was awarded the NZOM for 
services to the community. In May 2014 
he was found guilty of 14 charges of theft 
by a person in a special relationship and 
jailed for 4 years and 9 months.

New Chief Legal 
Officer for Kiwibank

Mike Hendriksen has joined Kiwibank 
as its Chief Legal Officer. Admitted in 
October 1995 after graduating LLB from 
the University of Auckland, Mr Hendriksen 
leaves Westpac New Zealand Ltd to take 
up his role. He has specialised in financial 
services and was closely involved in the 
response to the findings of the Australian 
Royal Commission on banking conduct 
and culture.

Abbie Hollingworth joins 
Walker Street Chambers

Abbie Hollingworth 
has joined Walker 
Street Chambers in 
Christchurch as an 
employed barrister. 
Abbie was admitted in 
October 2017. She was 
previously a junior 
lawyer at the Public Defence Service in 
Christchurch, and specialises in criminal 
defence work.

Two new solicitors join 
Heaney & Partners

Two solicitors have joined Heaney & 
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Partners’ Auckland office. Both will be 
working in the litigation team.  

John Tian gradu-
ated with LLB and 
BSc degrees from the 
University of Auckland 
and was admitted in 
November 2017. He 
joins Heaney & Partners 
after having previously 
worked for another Auckland firm. 

Saskia Mautner has 
joined the firm from a 
Dunedin law firm. She 
graduated LLB from 
the University of Otago 
and was admitted as a 
barrister and solicitor 
in October September 
2018.

Sarah Sinclair elected 
MinterEllisonRuddWatts 
chair

MinterEllisonRuddWatts has announced 
the election of partner 
Sarah Sinclair as its 
board chair, effective 
from 1 January 2019. 
Ms Sinclair joined the 
firm in 2010 and takes 
on the role of Chair in 
addition to her existing 
practice specialising in construction and 
infrastructure projects for both public and 
private sector clients.

Takeovers Panel 
appointments

Bell Gully partner and Chair Anna Buchly 
has been appointed to the Takeovers Panel. 
Admitted in 1998, Ms Buchly specialises in 
capital markets, mergers and acquisitions, 
private equity, and joint ventures. 

Corporate consultant Martin Stearne 
has been appointed to the Panel. He is a 
member of the NZX listing sub-committee 
and was a former investment banker with 
First New Zealand Capital, with extensive 
experience in takeovers and equity capital 
markets.
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Healthy Mind • Healthy Body • Healthy Practice

Asking for help is 
a sign of strength

Law is a fulfilling profession, but it can be a stressful one. If 
you want ideas on improving your work-life balance, make 

a start by engaging with our Practising Well resources at 
lawsociety.org.nz/practising-well
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